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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Peter Staples on Thursday February 24, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Please replace all prior claims with this listing of claims: 

Claims 1-12 (Canceled) 

Claim 13 (currently amended) A frame member for a folding tool of the type having first 
and second folding tools bits pivotable between folded and extended positions, said frame 
member comprising a first elongate plate having a first integral flange extending outwardly from 
said plate in a first direction along at least a portion of said plate, said first flange having a first 
integral leaf spring capable of bearing upon a base of said first folding tool bit, said frame 
member including a second integral flange extending in a second direction said second flange 
including a first integral leaf spring capable of bearing upon a base of said second folding tool 
bit, said frame member further including a second plate spaced apart from said first plate and 
integrally joined thereto by said second flange along at least a portion of the length of said 
plates, such that said first33 plate, second plate and second flange comprise a channel. 
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Claim 14 (original) A frame member according to claim 13 wherein said first and second 
plates each have first apertures aligned with each other so as to accept a common pivot pin 
about which said first and second tools bits can pivot. 

Claim 15 (original) A frame member according to claim 13 wherein said first and second 
plates each have first and second aligned apertures therein capable of respectively receiving 
first and second pivots pins each extending through said first and second plates for pivotably 
mounting said first tool bit on said first pivot pin outside of said channel and said second tool bit 
on said second pivot pin within said channel. 

Claim 16 (currently amended) A frame member for a folding tool of the type having first 
and second folding tools bits pivotable between folded and extended positions, said frame 
member comprising a first elongate plate having a first Integral flange extending outwardly from 
said plate in a first direction along at least a portion of said plate, said first flange having a first 
integral leaf spring capable of bearing upon a base of said first folding tool bit, said frame 
member including a second integral flange extending in a second direction said second flange 
including a first integral leaf spring capable of bearing upon a base of said second folding tool 
bit, said frame member further including a second plate and a third flange, said second flange 
integral with and extending outwardly from said second plate in said second direction, said third 
flange integrally joining said first and second plates at least along a portion of the length of said 
plates so as to form a channel. 

Claims 17-23 (Canceled) 

Claim 24 (original) A frame member for a folding tool, said frame member comprising an 
elongate channel having first and second substantially opposed sidewalls joined by an integral 
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channel floor extending along at least a portion of said channel, and further including an 
elongate integral first flange extending outwardly from said first sidewall along at least a portion 
of said sidewall in a first direction away from said channel, said first flange including an integral 
leaf spring. 

Claim 25 (original) A frame member according to claim 24 wherein said first and second 
sidewalls are substantially parallel and said first flange extends normally from said first sidewall. 

Claim 26 (original) A frame member according to claim 24 wherein said channel floor 
includes an integral leaf spring. 

Claim 27 (original) A frame member according to claim 24 further including an elongate 
integral second flange extending outwardly from said second sidewall in a second direction 
away from said channel, said second flange including an integral leaf spring. 

Claim 28 (original) A frame member according to claim 27 wherein said sidewalls have 
upper and lower edges, said channel floor connecting said lower edges of said sidewalls, and 
said first and second flanges extending outwardly from said upper edges of said respective 
sidewalls. 

Claim 29 (original) A frame member according to claim 24 wherein said sidewalls have 
upper and lower edges, said channel floor connecting said lower edges of said sidewalls, and 
said first flange extending outwardly from said upper edge of said first sidewall. 

Claim 30 (Canceled) 
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Claim 31 (original) A subassembly of a folding tool comprising: (a) an elongate, channel 
shaped frame member having first and second spaced apart sidewalls joined by integral 
channel floor along at least a portion of said channel; 

(b) a first elongate integral flange extending outwardly from said first sidewall in a first 
direction away from said channel, said first flange having a first integral leaf spring; 

(c) a first pivot pin extending away from said first channel sidewall in said first direction; 

(d) a first tool bit pivotably mounted outside said channel on said first pivot pin for 
pivoting movement between folded and extended positions, said first spring bearing against a 
base of said first tool bit; and 

(e) a second tool bit pivotably mounted in said channel for pivoting movement between 
folded and extended positions. 

Claim 32 (original) A subassembly according to claim 31 wherein said first pivot pin also 
extends into said channel, said second tool bit pivotably mounted on said first pivot pin. 

Claim 33 (original) A subassembly according to claim 31 including a second pivot pin 
extending into said channel, said second tool bit pivotably mounted on said second pivot pin. 

Claims 34-36 (Canceled) 

Claim 37 (original) A subassembly according to claim 31 including a spring within said 
channel bearing against a base of said second tool bit. 

Claim 38 (original) A subassembly according to claim 32 further including a second 
elongate integral flange extending outwardly from said second channel wall in a second 
direction away from said channel, said second flange including a first integral leaf spring and a 
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third tool bit pivotably mounted outside said channel, said leaf spring associated with said 
second flange bearing upon a base of said third tool bit. 

Claims 39-42 (Canceled) 

Claim 43 (original) A channel-shaped frame member for a folding tool comprising a pair 
of spaced-apart side plates integrally joined by a channel floor, and further including first and 
second integral flanges extending outwardly from said first and second side plates in first and 
second directions away from said channel, each of said flanges including an integral leaf spring. 

Claim 44 (currently amended) A channel-shaped frame member according to claim 43 
wherein said side plates each include upper and lower edges, said channel floor connecting 
said lower edges of said side plates, said flanges extending outwardly from said upper edges of 
said respective side plates. 

Claim 45 (Canceled) 


Please replace the Abstract with the following: 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A frame member for the handle of a folding knife or multipurpose tool includes an integral flange 
with an integral leaf spring. Frames are shown in the form of a channel with an integral external 
flange extending outwardly from the top of a channel wall in a direction away from the channel. 
Pivot pins extending through the channel and out the channel wall carry pivoting tool blades. An 
integral leaf spring on the external flange bears against the base of a blade pivotably connected 
to the frame outside of the channel. Other tool blades are carried inside the channel and pivot 
about the pivot pin. 
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Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Hadi Shakeri whose telephone number Is (571) 272-4495. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more infonnation about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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